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(ALMOST) EVERYBODY’S IN!

NOT BEES, IT’S THE GRAND PRIX

DANCE LIKE IT HURTS TO STAND STILL

Student Government elections ended on Thursday,
March 2. Find out the results of the senate and
presidential elections, as well as the referendum
involving SGEF’s renewal.

The Firestone Grand Prix is making a return
to the streets of downtown St. Petersburg. Lots
of noise and wide-eyed tourists are par for the
course. You’ve been warned.

The Miracle Dance Marathon raised more than
$6000 for Johns Hopkins Hospital as students
danced into the wee hours of the night. The
money goes toward pediatric patients.
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Pointers Shiver me timbers! The Caravan has come to town
for the
Poynter:
Know your
library
By Whitney Elfstrom
welfstrom@mail.usf.edu

B

eanbag chairs, a perfect
view of Bayboro Harbor
and all the help one needs
on their research paper. What
more could a student want?
If anything comes to mind
there is a suggestion board on the
first floor of the Nelson Poynter
Memorial Library. Little notes
reading: coffee shop, extended
hours and more study rooms
were left by students already.
“We’re always interested
in hearing from students and
faculty. We’re always striving
to improve. We’re willing to
work with students — if they
have an idea we’re willing to
try,” said Kaya van Beynen,
the department head of Library
Research & Instruction.
Library resources enrich any
academic experience and they
can lighten the burden of studying, writing research papers
and group meetings. The librarians on staff are well acquainted with these resources and
more than willing to provide
students with guidance.
Students are usually introduced to the library in the introductory classes of their major or
the mandatory first-year experience class for on-campus freshmen, but for students who might
have slipped through the cracks,
there’s another option.
Students are able to stop into
the library and ask for research
help at any time. For students
with more in-depth questions,
they can schedule an appointment
with a librarian. Each major is
assigned to a research librarian
that specializes in the field.
If a student is unable to make
it onto campus for help, they can
take to the online world. The
library webpage is equipped with
an online chat room that allows
students to speak with a librarian
any day of the week.
Helpful tutorials on everything
from APA to Refworks are located on the USFSP Nelson Poynter
Memorial Library Youtube channel. Here students are also able
See “Poynter” P2

THE CROW’S NEST
Since 1969

DEVIN RODRIGUEZ | THE CROW’S NEST

On Board: Actor J.D. Frost (left) helps prepare the Nomadic Tempest set in between learning his lines and training for the performance.

By Tim Fanning
tfanning@mail.usf.edu

A

mong the identical weekend yachts docked at
Bayboro Harbor, passersby would have a hard time
missing this 85-foot-long replica
of a 19th century Thames River
sailing barge.
It is the Amara Zee, and it

looks like something out of
Erin Morgenstern’s “The Night
Circus.” Picture a crew of more
than 20 young aerialists, acrobats, opera singers and stagehands calling the nautical theater
their home. They sail around
the world, performing original
waterfront productions onboard
the 21-foot-wide deck.

The motley crew that make
up The Caravan Stage Company
have gathered in the Sunshine
City from France, Greece, Germany, Italy, United Kingdom,
Jamaica, Canada and the United
States. They are preparing for
their debut of “Nomadic Tempest,” a mythical saga about a
band of monarch butterflies in-

voluntarily migrating. The show
will premiere off the seawall in
St. Pete’s Poynter Park April 4-9.
After the premier in April, the
Canada-based company will set
sail along the Gulf of Mexico
and Pacific Northwest cities.
The Caravan selected the performance locations to represent the
See “Caravan” P4

Thompson and Goetz promise real solutions
By Evy Guerra
evelyng1@mail.usf.edu

D

avid Thompson is one
step closer to his dream
job as president of the
United States.
On March 2, Thompson
watched the election results
live stream from class when he
learned that he had been elected the student body president.
With his victory, he became the
first black president at USF St.
Petersburg.
His ticket won with 56 percent
of the vote, but Thompson said he
knew it was time to get to work.
“I still had a presentation to
give after the announcement,
so it was a bit of a change
from celebration mode back to
class mode,” Thompson said.

Thompson is a junior political
science major with a minor in environmental policy. He says problem-solving is what he enjoys.
“We ran as problem solvers, but
really to my core, that’s what I love
to do,” Thompson said, whose campaign promised “real solutions.”
With the assistance of his
campaign manager, Emilie Morris, Thompson campaigned hard.
He announced his candidacy at
midnight on Feb. 20, with free
pizza, chips and drinks.
Throughout the two weeks of
campaigning, Thompson handed
out T-shirts, hats and stickers to
advertise his platform. On the
final day of the election, he even
provided a Snapchat filter for
students to use on campus.
He and his running mate, SamSee “Solutions” P4
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Student Affairs restructure adds more voice to student issues
By Ryan Callihan
ryancallihan@mail.usf.edu

T

wo weeks ago, Dr. Patricia Helton, the regional
vice chancellor of Student Affairs, reorganized the
Student Affairs Department.
These changes, implemented
Feb. 20, were meant to better
facilitate the administration’s
discussions over issues affecting students.
The restructure appointed
various members of the administration to positions that now
report directly to Helton.
One result of the restructure was the departure of
Matt Morrin, the director of
Student Life & Engagement.
Dwayne Isaacs has taken over
as interim director.
The main reason for the
restructure, Helton said, was
to get better feedback from
organizations like housing and
residence life, the department
of Student Life & Engagement
and Campus Recreation that
she oversees.
“A component of the change
is putting together people
on my team and the people I
think should be at the table,”
said Helton.
Top administrators of the
organizations within the Student
Affairs Department meet weekly at Student Affairs Leadership
Team meetings. The restructure
includes new administrators in
those meetings.
Student leaders do not participate in the Student Affairs
Leadership Team meetings.
“We discuss anything that
might impact students, especially outside of the classroom,” said Helton. The group

recently discussed updates on
the new housing project and
how to make the campus a
more inclusive environment.
One of the newcomers to
the weekly Student Affairs
meetings is Lesa Shouse, who
had her title changed to associate director of the Career
Center as part of the Student
Affairs restructure.
Lesa Shouse’s title changed
to associate director of the
Career Center as part of the restructure. With the title change,
she now attends the weekly
Student Affairs meetings.
Previously, Shouse reported
to Dr. Diane McKinstry, the director of Student Achievement.
The recent changes dissolved
the Student Achievement
Department and appointed
McKinstry to a new position
as director of assessment and
special projects.
According to an internal
memo sent Feb. 16, McKinstry’s job will be to “provide
leadership, oversight, and
direction of assessment efforts
within Student Affairs.”
Shouse said that the only
difference in her new title is
that she’ll now be able to contribute to the weekly meetings
with other administrators. Her
inclusion in the meetings will
allow her to create better relationships across campus.
“As a member of the Student Affairs Leadership Team,
I’m able to build relationships
further and create new collaborations and have a good
understanding of everything
that’s happening within the
division,” said Shouse.
Helton says that adding more
voices to the weekly meet-

ings will give her a better idea
of what students at USF St.
Petersburg need, especially as
the group works on its strategic
plan for Student Affairs.
“I think that we have a few
more members to help inform,” said Helton. “We’re in
the process of putting together
a strategic plan for Student
Affairs and now we have more
voices at the table to help inform us about what’s important
to students.”
Helton, who began her position at USFSP in July, said that
the reorganization of Student
Affairs was also about getting
together the team of depart-

ments she’s used to overseeing
from previous administration
positions.
“I’ve been in higher education for 30 years, so I’m used
to certain areas being a part
of my team. I came from the
University of Denver and every
campus is a little different,”
said Helton. “For example,
when I was there I had Academic Advising under me.
Here, I don’t. There, I didn’t
have financial aid under me.
Here, I do.”
Over the past eight months,
Helton said that she’s been
getting to know the various
departments in order to deter-

mine who the main movers and
shakers are.
“One of the things I first did
when I came here was meet
individually with each leader in
the Student Affairs Department
to get a feel for the culture and
climate here. By getting to
know the campus, I came up
with the team,” said Helton.
After the restructure, the Student Affairs Department that
reports to Helton comprise of
housing and residence life, the
Career Center, Campus Recreation, the Wellness Center, the
department of Student Life &
Engagement, Financial Aid and
Veterans Services.

DEVIN RODRIGUEZ | THE CROW’S NEST

A Student Affair: Dr. Patricia Helton said that the recent reorganization of the Student Affairs Department
will allow for more feedback from administrators as she works on a strategic plan.

Poynter continued from P1
to find academic talks from
faculty and staff. A few examples include “Colonialism and
Ethnic Violence,” as well as

“Orange is the New Black and
Media Coverage of Prison.”
Over 200,000 books line the
aisles of the Nelson Poynter

Library. If among the thousands of books on file you’re
not able to find what you
need, Nelson Poynter is also

WHITNEY ELFSTROM | THE CROW’S NEST

Top Shelf: Kaya van Beynen (left), the department head of Library Research & Instruction and Catherine
Cardwell (right), the dean of Nelson Poynter, are prominent members of the library staff. They’re happy to
help students and welcome feedback about how the library can improve.

a part of the interlibrary loan
service where the librarians
can find the book you need at
another college and have it
shipped to you free of charge.
Through the library, students are able to loan out
laptops and textbooks. MacBooks and HP computers are
available for three hours at
a time but if that’s not sufficient, students are able to
check a laptop out again later
in the day.
Textbooks also follow a threehour time limit but students are
able to photocopy or scan the
chapters that they need.
Books and research help are
not the only things that the
library has to offer. Nelson
Poynter also holds a variety of
events from academic panels
to movie nights. The staff finds
interest in events that take on
diverse viewpoints.
“One of the missions of the
library is to expand people’s
horizons and of course to support their classroom and their
studying. It is also a place to
get exposed to new ideas and
hear different perspectives,”
explained Catherine Cardwell,
the dean of the Nelson Poynter
Memorial Library.
The library is currently in

the process of doing strategic
planning and van Beynen is
interested in enlisting students
to help give the library a fresh
look. She will hold student focus groups beginning the week
of March 27.
Three different focus
groups will be in play: one
for commuter students, residential students and graduate students. Anyone who’s
interested in being a part of
revamping the library may
contact van Beynen.
Cardwell hopes to bring
a student help tech center
to the library, much like the
Student Success Center. It
would be run by peer assistants who help students with
technology. Rather than fixing
computers as the name might
imply, this would be a center
that helps students learn to
use technology and software
such as Excel or Prezi.
“The [librarians] are here
to help [students] with their
research and just getting
acclimated to the library. It
doesn’t always need to be for
a research project, per say,
but we’re a resource in lots of
different ways such as how to
get people to the right information,” said Cardwell.
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Election results are in, Student Government fills 11 senate seats
By Devin Rodriguez
drodriguez7@mail.usf.edu

T

his year, 650 students
voted in the election,
nearly twice as many
as the fall semester. The total
student population, including
graduate and non-degree seeking students is 4,475.
The election results were
announced on March 2 in the
Reef by Shannon Scanlon,
Student Government’s supervisor of elections.
Each of the students running
for a senate seat in Student
Government were elected this
year. They needed 25 votes for
office, and the lowest number
of votes for one candidate was
for J.W. Hendry, who earned
144 votes. Emilie Morris, an
incumbent nominee, received
the most with 310.
On March 1, a day before

the elections, senator Jozef
Gherman officially resigned
his position.
David Thompson, the presidential candidate, won office
with his running mate Samuel
Goetz. The two took more
votes than their opponents
combined, with 335. Thompson will take office in May
after shadowing Laraine Ruiz,
the active student president.
The referendum that provided funding for the Student
Green Energy Fund also
passed. SGEF charges students
a dollar per credit hour in order
to fund green energy projects
across campus. The SGEF
passed with 87.78 percent
approval in the vote.
The SGEF must be reapproved every three years. In
the past, the money has funded
new recycling bins and water
refill stations across campus.
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Solutions continued from P1
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Goetz It Done: Newly-elected student body Vice President Samuel Goetz celebrates with students as he receives the news that he and Thompson’s ticket won the presidential election.

uel Goetz, met over the summer
at an Anchor Day event for
incoming students. Thompson,
who works as a peer coach, told
Goetz that when he came to
school in August he should join
Student Government.
Thompson joined Student Government in 2015 as the deputy
of public relations. A year later,
he was appointed to director of
communications. Goetz’s first
Student Government experience
came when he won a senate seat
in the fall, earning him a working
relationship with Thompson.
“We started working together and developed a friendship
through that,” Thompson said.
Goetz is a freshman majoring
in global business. Unlike his
running mate, Goetz attended the
election results announcement in
the Reef. He watched as Shannon Scanlon, Student Government’s supervisor of elections,
announced that Thompson and
Goetz won with 355 votes, more
votes than the other two presidential tickets combined.
“It felt fantastic. We’ve heard
the students and they want a
change with how their money is

handled,” Goetz said. “I couldn’t
be happier or more honored.”
After the announcement,
Goetz and a few others who
contributed to the campaign efforts waited outside of Thompson’s Florida politics and
government class to celebrate.
“It was definitely a touching
moment between us. The campaign had been so intensive
that we just had the longest
embrace out of relief and pure
joy,” Thompson said. “It was
definitely one of the greatest
moments of my life.”
By the time he decided to
run, Thompson had worked
under three different Student
Government presidents.
“I saw that there were things
that could be done,” Thompson
said. “When the opportunity
presented itself, I was like ‘You
know what? This is something
I really want to do.’”
Thompson and Goetz said
that managing their campaign
for two weeks was a draining
process. After receiving student feedback, the two realized just how difficult it is to
create a platform that appeals

to everyone.
“You sit there with your team
and you’re like that’s something
we really worked hard on, but people didn’t like it,” Thompson said.
At one point, Thompson was
even blocked from the USFSP
Know it All’s Guide to Knowing it All Facebook page.
“[That was] a weird thing to
happen but I just had to remind
myself you’re doing it for the
students. You’re not doing it for
personal gain,” Thompson said.
“You’re also not taking it personally. You’re here to do a job.”
Thompson was born in Silver
Spring, Maryland, but he grew
up in Florida. He moved to Ocala
when he was eight years old, but
switched schools a few times
growing up. The constant transfer
of schools prevented him from
crafting long-lasting friendships.
He graduated from West Port
High School in 2015, where
he also participated in Student
Government. The Student Government club there helped him
establish friends that he still
has today. Because of his prior
experience, he sees Student
Government in a different light.

“I don’t treat Student Government as something I can put
on a resume,” Thompson said.
“I treat Student Government
to be a place where people can
grow to be leaders, as a family.
Just an organization that should
be more personal than political.”
Thompson said he wants to
make sure students know that he’s
going to work hard to accomplish
everything on his platform. At the
presidential debate on Feb. 23,
Thompson asked others to hold
him accountable for fulfilling
every aspect of his 90-day plan.
His promised plans for the
first 90 days in office are ambitious. Thompson wants to bring
an on-campus convenience store
to USFSP, expand reading days
to an entire week, add three
sports teams to the campus,
increase library hours and establish a 24-hour study area.
Thompson will become president in May.
In the meantime, he’ll be
spending a lot of time shadowing Laraine Ruiz, the acting student body president.
She’s excited to get started.
“I’m glad to see that we had a

contested election,” Ruiz said.
“Now I know who I’ll be passing the torch off to and that’s a
weight off my shoulders.”
Ruiz stepped into her role as
acting student body president in
August, after Ziya Kardas, former student body president, and
his vice president took a mysterious temporary leave of absence.
They both resigned in January.
Since Ruiz didn’t have a prior
warning before taking the position, she didn’t have a chance to
shadow Kardas or learn about
the job. That was difficult she
said, but it helped teach her.
“I had to learn on the fly, but I
think it taught me more about the
mindset of a president,” Ruiz said.
Ruiz says the job is more
rigorous than she thought. It
involves building relationships
with top administrators and
caring about the whole student
body, not just your friends, but
Ruiz stressed the importance of
teamwork.
“There’s a change in dynamics within the organization,”
Ruiz said. “It’s important that
whatever happens, you remain
a team.”
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Caravan continued from P1

DEVIN RODRIGUEZ | THE CROW’S NEST

Nautical Hangs: After a hard morning, Oona Kilcommons (bottom right) and Renee Benson (bottom left)
finish up lunch prepared by Amara Zee’s cook with their fellow crew members.

areas that are being most affected by rising sea levels and
the realities of forced migration
due to climate change.
The Caravan hopes to
enthrall St. Pete citizens with
a 75-minute magical, visual
and auditory performance.
The show will feature original
music, soaring vocals, aerial
artistry, large scenic elements
and puppets manipulated by the
performers.
The opera themes are critical
of a variety of social, political
and environmental issues. The
New York Times called the
show “an opera that might be
described as Cirque du Soleil
meets Occupy Wall Street.”
The members of the Caravan recently returned to North
America from an eight year

tour of the European and Balkan waterways.
Renee Benson, vocal coach
and 12-year-veteran of the
vessel, said that her favorite
memory of working on the boat
was during her first tour with
the Caravan in 2005. The Amara Zee was attempting to cross
the North Sea into the U.K. and
were unable to do so due to unforeseen circumstances. While
the boat waited for approval to
cross The North Sea, the boat
did additional shows around
Holland for a few weeks.
“The first place we went to
was a very small town that
hated us when we arrived,” she
said. “They just couldn’t imagine that this really could be a
boat full of young, loud kids.
But a few days later, they got

to know us and what life was
like on the boat.”
Within a week, the same people who complained invited the
crew into their homes. “They
went through their best wine
with us and bought us these
larger than life wooden shoes.”
Paul Kirby, Amara Zee’s
captain, playwright and artistic director of the troupe, said
The Caravan Stage Company
is a nonprofit business and
operates on a shoestring budget, relying on donations and
various sponsors.
The Caravan was founded
by Kirby and Adriana Kelder
in the 1970s and the company originally toured with
a Clydesdale horse-drawn
caravan presenting alternative
theatrical performances across

Canada and the U.S. Eventually, they decided to shed their
horse-drawn wagons to undertake the task of building their
boat, the Amara Zee, which
took four years and over $2
million in donations and sponsorships to build.
21 years after her maiden
voyage, the barge requires an
extra 25 volunteers to help prepare for the debut, and is full of
new and familiar faces from all
over the world. Each member
has a different skill.
Charley Hamou arrived in
Tampa five weeks ago from
France and does wood work
on the boat. Last week he
finished sanding down the
wood on the poop deck.
“When I got here, it was
rotten,” he said.
Since Amara Zee’s hull is
wooden, weather and salt tend
to damage the barge over time.
Wintering in St. Pete since
mid-January as they prepare
the boat’s stage and cast for the
performance, Zee’s crew will
solidify docking permits and
collect scrap material for the
sets. They often search through
scrap yards to find spare parts
for the vessel when they cannot
be found onboard.
“One part of my job so far
is opening up old lights and
rewiring some of them,” said
Oona Kilcommons, 23, who
joined the crew a month ago
from Vermont.
“You never know when
someone on another tour had
to cut something off of one
light and cannibalize it to fit
something else.”
Many crew members like
Hamou are only here for a short
while. Others, like Kilcommons, have signed on with the
crew to sail until September.
“This is easily one of my

favorite life choices,” she said.
While on board, Kilcommons and her other crewmates will learn new trades
and skills like basic navigation and knot tying.
When Amara Zee leaves port
in April to begin its tour, Kilcommons looks forward to speaking
with the vessel engineer.
“I want to basically learn
how the boat engines work
and get involved as much as
possible so that if I come again
next time, or work on another
boat like this, I will have some
experience. It’s so exciting
to be exposed to this much
knowledge all at once.”
The crew members help
where they can, and they learn
new tasks during idle time. The
members staying on the tour
will not only learn their lines
and stage cues, but will also
learn how to check the boat’s
engine, use instruments, tie
knots and read charts.
While the Amara Zee is at
full sail, the Caravan switches
from thespian troupe to sailing crew assigned to a watch
schedule. This system allows
the boat’s crew to operate for
the duration of voyages.
J.D. Frost, 25, a veteran of
the Caravan and actor in the
upcoming performance, said
that sailing in between cities is
his favorite part.
“It always feels like a cleansing to move on,” he said. “It
rejuvenates the crew after such
an intense set-up, performance
and breakdown routine.”
To see the performance and
help keep the Amara Zee afloat,
the crew suggests a donation of
$25. But students shouldn’t shy
away because of the price. Any
donation is appreciated, but
people won’t be turned away.
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Verizon IndyCar Series
returns to St. Petersburg
By Michael Moore Jr
michaelmoor@mail.usf.edu

T
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Groovin’ Group: Members of the Musicians Club play the Open Mic Night at the Tavern on Wednesday,
March 1.

Musicians Club bands together
By Dinorah Prevost
dprevost1@mail.usf.edu

I

f you see a lively group of
students with instruments
in hand or hear the sound
of music streaming from the
Palm Room, the Musicians
Club is in session.
Started early last semester by
Eric Yoder, 19, and Brendon
Porter, 18, the two USFSP students and guitarists gather the
club every Thursday afternoon
to play and talk music.
Porter is a freshman biology
major, and Yoder is a sophomore geography major. The
two met in their American
National Government class
and bonded over music. The
two St. Pete natives said they
realized there was no club for
musicians on campus.
“There has always been this
art vibe [at USFSP],” said
Porter. “[The Musicians Club]
is destined for growth.”
“[We are] trying to culti-

vate a musical vibe [in St.
Pete],” Yoder added.
Within a month of meeting
each other, they started the Musicians Club and began bringing in new friends. What started as the two of them playing
open mic nights at the Tavern
grew into a regular group.
“I think [Eric] and I played
at the Tavern for a couple of
weeks and occasionally with
some performers here and
there,” said Porter. “By November, we had a core group of us
playing wherever necessary.”
Guitarists make up the
majority of the members. But
Porter said they also have an
array of bassists, drummers,
violinists, pianists, singers,
wind instrumentalists (including a French horn player) and “a series of assorted
oddball musical talents….”
They play a wide variety
of music genres, from jazz to
rock to ska.
Besides playing together,

they also perform for clubs
around campus. They also plan
on starting a guitar workshop
with five members of the club
as the instructors to teach students how to play.
The upcoming “flagship”
event for the club will be Art
After Dark this month, they
said. They will perform on
the second day of the event,
March 21, at 5 p.m., according to the Art After Dark
Facebook page. The club also
hopes to have three local ska,
reggae and indie rock bands
coming to end the night with
a big jam session.
“…We’re hoping that we can
get permission to bring Glass
House Point, the Badda Skat
Band and UNRB to close out
the night,” said Porter.
The club meets Thursdays at
5 p.m. in the Palm Room in the
USC. Follow them on Facebook, USFSP Musicians Club,
and on Instagram,
@usfspmusiciansclub.

he Firestone Grand Prix
returns to the streets of St.
Petersburg this weekend.
The event, comprised of 13
races, will run from March
10-12. Every year since 2009 it
has served as the season opener
of the Verizon IndyCar series.
According to Motosports
Travel, “Incorporating the streets
of downtown St. Petersburg
Florida, this race is the IndyCar
version of Monaco with glamour
and yachts in abundance.”
The racetrack stretches 1.8
miles. It’s a 14-turn circuit that
circles the Duke Energy Center
for the Arts, The Dalí Museum and Pioneer Park before
stretching onto part of the runway of Albert Whitted Airport.
Gates open at 7 a.m. Friday and Saturday, and 8 a.m.
Sunday. The track is set up near
Albert Whitted Airport at First
Street Southeast. Tickets run
anywhere from $20 to $135
depending on the selection
(general admission, grandstand
or paddock pass) and the day.
Single-day general admission

tickets are $20 for Friday, $35
for Saturday and $50 for Sunday. Or you can opt to go with
the three-day pass for $55.
The Firestone Grand Prix 5k
will also take place on March
10, which will see runners put
sneakers on the same track as the
Indycar drivers. The race begins
at 6:15 a.m. and requires a $35
registration fee that will benefit
the Police Athletics League.
There are a variety of parking
options for the event. City parking
garages are $5 all day on Friday
as a special event rate. Saturday
and Sunday will be $15.
Parking is also available in
Lots 1 and 2 at Tropicana Field
for $10. A free shuttle will pick
passengers up on 16th Street
S. and drop them off at Second
Street S. and Fifth Avenue S.
The shuttle will run between 7
a.m. and 10 p.m.
The two entry gates to the
race course can be found at
First Avenue S. and First Street
S., as well as Fifth Avenue S.
and Second Street S.
More information on tickets
and parking can be found at
www.gpstpete.com

COURTESY OF FIRESTONE GRAND PRIX OF ST. PETERSBURG

Zoom Zoom: The Firestone Grand Prix races across 1.8 miles of St.
Petersburg’s downtown coastline and comes close to the campus.

TEDx returns, prepared to talk change
By Whitney Elfstrom
welfstrom@mail.usf.edu

A

COURTESY OF CORY SANTERO

Life or Death: After a near death experience, TEDxUSFSP speaker
Dan Meyer made a list of objectives he wanted to accomplish in his life.

fter the successful
TEDx USFSP event
two years ago, the talk
is coming back.
This year it will be held on
April 4 with the theme “Catalyst: Spark the Change.”
TED is a nonprofit organization devoted to providing a
platform for expert speakers on
education, business, science,
tech and creativity, to bring
forth ideas that are influential to the masses. The event
inspired the creation of TEDx,
which services local communities who want to engage in
similar conversations on a
smaller scale.
Both TED and TEDx work
together to follow the mission
of “ideas worth spreading.”
CJ Vila, event organizer,

hopes that the talk will bring
the university together to
spread stimulating ideas. If
the event is anything like it
was in the past the audience
should expect nonstop thrills.
The 2015 event showcased Dan
Meyer, a sword swallower, and
Manuela Baron who explained
how lead a trash free life.
“We hope to organize an
event that involves students,
staff, faculty and the community,” the LSO Coordinator said.
According to Villa, the event
is open to anyone who has idea,
and the speakers will range
from USF alumni, students,
faculty and members of the
community.
Although the application
period to register as a speaker
has already passed, the list of
presenters will be released in
the last week of March.
TEDx is specific about the

number of people allowed in
the event. Only 100 people are
allowed to be inside and seats
are limited.
Anyone wanting to attend the
event must apply for tickets
on the Leadership and Student
Organizations Office (LSO)
Pete Sync webpage.
For those unable to acquire
a ticket, there will be a TEDx
watch party at The Reef.
Students who wish to be a
part of the event but aren’t
interested in speaking can
still get in on the fun. LSO is
looking for anyone interested
in being a part of the TEDx
committee. These students will
help with pre/post functions
and should contact the LSO at
lso@usfsp.edu.
“We’re hoping to draw a
new crowd as well as the same
crowd from the last TEDx,”
said Vila.
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P

rotests erupted in over 600
cities, with an estimated
4.2 million people marching throughout the country to
advocate for women’s rights.
The Women’s March held
Jan. 21, began as a response
to the election of Donald
J. Trump as president, but
resulted in one of the largest
demonstrations in history.
If you attended the Women’s March or have participated in any demonstrations
since then, you owe it to
yourself and people everywhere to continue your
activism. There are a ton of
different ways to keep your
activism alive. You can call
your senators, attend town
hall meetings, vote in all
elections, sign petitions and
spread the word about any local events you and your peers
can participate in.
It might seem daunting to
think about doing all of these
things, but practicing political
activism in your everyday life
is easier than it might seem.
To call your senators,
you just have to know their
numbers. The official Senate
website has an updated list
of all the senators along with

their phone number, address
and website. You can even
search by state to make the
process easier.
Once you have this information, create a contact for them
on your phone so you have it
ready and easily accessible. If
you find the concept of talking
on the phone terrifying, 5calls.
org is a website dedicated to
providing scripts for people to
use when calling senators.
Attending a town hall meeting is a great way to engage
in political activism because it
gives you a chance to speak directly with representatives and
ask questions. To find a town
hall meeting near you, go to
your legislator’s website to find
a date, location and time.
From there you have to
register for the event, which
is required for all who plan to
attend. Write down a few questions you have for your representative, focus on one topic
and make sure the questions
are open-ended.
Practice asking your ques-

the information.
Taking my own advice, I
will end with information
about the next big thing the
leaders of the Women’s March
have put together. On March
8 —International Women’s
Day — there will be a “Day
Without Women” strike.
The strike calls for women
to stop working in whatever
way they can. Organizers urge
participants to “take the day off
from paid and unpaid labor.”
Rallies and marches are being
planned around the world. I
encourage you to look into any
local activities planned for this
day and participate if you can.
If you can’t join, wear red in
solidarity with the movement
and avoid shopping unless
it’s a small woman or minority-owned business.
Never stop fighting for what
you believe and for what is
right. Remember that even the
smallest action can make a
huge difference, so never give
up on your political activism!
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#RESIST: Activism is one of the most powerful ways to make your voice heard. Bowers encourages anyone
interested to stay active by participating in local demonstrations, calling their senators and signing petitions.

Letter to the Editor:

F

tions beforehand. On the day
of the meeting, arrive early and
sign in. Find out what steps you
have to take to ask a question,
and then sit close to the front
when you get inside. Always
remember to introduce yourself
with your first and last name,
and keep your questions short
and formal.
Signing petitions is a very
simple way to stay politically
active without really having
to do a lot of work. The White
House is required to respond
to any petition on its site that
receives more than 100,000
signatures, so look there and
sign anything that you feel
passionately about.
The key to keeping political activism alive is to tell
others what is going on and
how they can get involved.
Whether it’s a local event or
nationwide protest, make sure
to speak up about it and let
others know what is going on,
but also remember to participate! The follow-through is
just as important as spreading

ellow Bulls, recently there has been a
lot of interest surrounding the Order
of the Bull as well as many opinions based on lies. This organization was
formed by intellectuals and student leaders
at USF St. Petersburg three years ago.
Our purpose is simple — students first.
It has been rumored that we are a nefarious group and these rumors are muddled
from small truths. The Order of the Bull
has transcended “organization” and has
become an idea, a belief and a truth.
This truth is at the highest levels of your
Student Government and to the newest of
members of the USFSP community. At an
academic institution, one would think the
truth is held in higher regard.
Since our conception, a crucible has
been forced upon us. A process as simple
as registering as a recognized affiliate of
the USFSP became a yearlong battle for
our very existence. What organization is
subjected to such scrutiny and for what
purpose? That truth lies with the Order of
the Bull and members within the Office of
Leadership and Student Organization.
The authority to mandate fees to attend
college in the state of Florida is delegated
to the university by law with the intention
of setting up activities & services, technology and green energy for students.
We pay more activity & services fees
per credit hour than any other university
in the state of Florida. Student Govern-

Order of the Bull

ment is entrusted with $3 million paid
to them by students to provide activities
and services to the student body, while
we are pacified by the occasional slice of
pizza and movie showing on campus, the
university reaps the benefits of hundreds
of thousands of dollars willingly handed
to them by naive students.
While student services are cut, your
senators approve the dispersal of hundreds
of thousands of dollars under the guidance
of non-students for purposes that put the
university as the direct beneficiary. Simple answers to complex questions are the
modus operandi of our “leaders.”
An obvious example of the hypocrisy
by our student leaders is their call for
cuts and lower tuition, while simultaneously flocking to the polls to vote 87 percent in the affirmative to keep a student
fee (SGEF) alive.
Yes, 87 percent of students voted to
keep their tuition raised with a majority
agreeing to do so on borrowed money. The
Green Fee amounts to over $140,000 in
economic activity. This expansion of student fees could go towards student loans
but rather it accumulates compounding
interest because we, as students, have been
convinced that it is our responsibility to do
what the University should be doing while
accruing their debt.
We recognize this seems as if we are
fighting against green energy and sus-

tainability.
We recognize arguing against green
energy and sustainability is an uphill
battle. Our fight is not against sustainability, but rather against those who wish
to pay for it with student dollars rather
than lobbying the university to clear up
its own carbon footprint.
We fight for the students first and
foremost because it has become obvious
to us that the only time students truly see
advocation is when the interest is mutually
aligned with that of the university.
Students want cultural enrichment and
a true college experience. Students do not
want to be the financiers of an institution
that already charge too much for attendance. Look around your campus.
There is a good chance that what you are
seeing is something that was paid for, not
with tuition dollars, but fees. When you get
your student loan statement and understand
the weight of your compounding interest
you must ask yourself, “was it worth it?”
As of the time of this printing the University has revoked the OTB’s status as an
active Student Organization.
-Supreme Council, Order of the Bull
Jozef Gherman
Former Student Body President
jozef@mail.usf.edu
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We’d Love to Hear from You

The Crow’s Nest accepts letters to the editor. All submissions should be no more
than 250 words. Writers must include their full name. In addition, USF faculty
should include their title, department and extension. All letters are subject to
editing for clarity and length. Letters can be sent to drodriguez7@mail.usf.
edu with subject title “letter to the editor.”
Corrections: Vice President candidate Erick Andrade’s name was misspelled.

The Crow’s Corner: How to beat the break-up blues
By Lis Casanova
lis@mail.usf.edu

S

pring break is a time to
let it all go: the stresses,
responsibilities, engagements, significant others
— you name it. According to
data-journalist David Mccandless’ study of Facebook
relationship status updates,
the timeframe tops the chart
for breakups.
Whether the relationship has
been long term or not, being
dumped never feels good. At
best, it’s an ego bust; at worst,
it breaks your heart.
In either case, if your heart
is broken over Spring Break,
here are some activities to
get you out of the house and
back in spirit.
1. Volunteer
It’s common to feel a little
out of touch with yourself

and those around you after a
relationship ends. Being with
someone molds who you are
and once they’re gone, you’re
forced to redefine and rediscover your path. I recommend
getting started by volunteering
with a local garden club.
Gardening is a physical activity, and by working with the
earth, you perform an act that
enables healing and reinforces positivity. You’re outside,
you’re taking in the sun and
you’re creating something
good. At the end of the day, the
work you’ve performed is tangible, meaningful and makes
you feel accomplished.
Volunteering is always good
for the soul, so whether it be at
a garden, a kitchen or a shelter,
make sure the work you’re
doing will help somebody else.
The deed will come back to
you immediately.

2. Workout
It’s understandable if the
last thing you want to do when
you’re feeling down is exert
more energy, but recovery is
all about doing the things you
don’t want to. So put one foot
in front of the other and get
your butt out of the house.
You’ll feel better once you do.
Working out is not limited
to the gym. You can take a
walk by yourself or maybe
do some cardio around the
house. The key is to tire
your body and sharpen your
mind— that feeling comes
best to me when I run.
Although, if you’re not a fan
of any of the above, try taking
a mat to your favorite park and
performing some yoga. Not
only will it give you strength
and serenity, the breathing
techniques will help you forgive and accept.

3. Reconnect with friends
Friends are an invaluable
source of support and they
often take second place when
we’re in a relationship. This is
why reconnecting with them is
essential. Friends know how to
make you laugh, they take you
out of the house and help to
challenge your comfort zones.
Feeling miserable
post-breakup is easy, the difficult part is fighting against it.
You have to be willing to allow
yourself to feel better. Friends
come in when you can’t sum
up the courage yourself.
4. Make a playlist
One of the most annoying aspects of regaining a regular life
after a breakup is realizing that
some of your favorite songs
and artists now carry memories
best not thought of.
This might be a good time
to find new jams and create a

playlist from your new favorite songs. This may require
asking friends for album
suggestions on Spotify, going
out to local concerts or picking up random cool-looking
vinyl from the music store.
The new discoveries will keep
you looking ahead and they’ll
show you great things are still
out there to be found.
Always remember that
the breakup blues don’t last
forever. Sometimes they fade
away slowly and disappear
without notice, other times
they linger until someone new
and more deserving takes its
place. However, if it happens
to you, make sure you’ve
learned the art of self-induced
happiness and feel at peace
with being by yourself.
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Students dance all night
for children who can’t
By Tori Jansen
tjansen@mail.usf.edu

H

enna tattoos, games
and even a mechanical
bull, all provided great
ways to forget about looming
midterms. However, the most
important aspect of the event
stayed obvious throughout the
night: the children.
In an effort to raise money for
children with pediatric illnesses,
students danced to music under
pulsating multicolored lights at
the Miracle Dance Marathon
Thursday, March 2.
Late into the night, the
Disney-themed event featured
games and activities that kept
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Just Dance: Christine Pierre was
one of many students who helped
raise $6,024.

people pumped and ready
to dance. There were raffles
with candy and art supplies, a
jail that imprisoned students
after a donation from a fellow
friend and free food from
Chipotle and Taco Bus.
“I’m amazed every year
by the student leaders here
at this campus and what they
come up with,” said Samantha
D’Agostino, a Children’s Miracle Network hospital coordinator. “Every year, it just gets
bigger and better.”
Several guest speakers,
including a former patient at
Johns Hopkins All Children’s
Hospital who was treated for
a brain tumor, shared touching
stories about how their illnesses affected their lives.
“We have 259 beds at the
hospital and more than half
of them are dedicated to intensive-care level services,”
says D’Agostino. “The
money raised will be supporting a child-life specialist
at our neonatal intensive care
unit. Our hospital has been
around for nine years, and we
weren’t able to have one in
our NICU until now.”
The $6,024 raised through
the event went to Johns
Hopkins. In the past, Dance
Marathon has contributed to
the hospital’s “Greatest Need
Fund,” which is used for
education, new equipment and
research. But this year, every
dollar earned from the over
250 participating colleges and
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For the Kids: Miracle Dance Marathon helped raise money for youth
with illness. Former patients stopped by to give thanks to the students.

universities will be used to
finance a particularly important
position at the hospital.
Unique to pediatric hospitals,
a child-life specialist combines
medicine and play, acting as a
support system and advocate
for patients and their families.
Laura Johnson is the new specialist at Johns Hopkins.
“The more I’m in the NICU,
the more I see the need for
Child Life”, said Johnson.
“When parents find out they’re
pregnant, they instantly have
these dreams for what’s going
to happen, and siblings are usually excited about being a big
brother or sister. But when a
baby arrives in the NICU, that
dream stops; it’s not what they
were expecting.”
Johnson says that the
experience is traumatic for
expecting parents. Her job is
to help each family cope, stay
connected and normalize the
experience for them.

The president of the organization, sophomore Deztony Savett,
emphasized the importance of
students’ continued support.
“People should participate
in Dance Marathon because
not only does it raise awareness for pediatric illnesses
and support our local children’s hospital, but it is also a
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Kid ‘n Play: Students danced to the
music from 4 p.m. to 1 a.m. to raise
money for treating pediatric illnesses at Johns Hopkins Hospital.

way to bring our community
together,” Savett said.
Applications to become
a part of Dance Marathon’s
E-Board, which is in charge of
marketing and organizing the
event, open this week.
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Painted Prez: Dance Marathon President Deztony Savett gets her face
painted during the event.
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